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Source: New York State Education Department, Graduation Rates (2008 Cohort), 2013. 



31 States have Graduation Rates Higher 
than New York State. 

NY 

MN 

WY 

WV 

CA 

UT 
NC 

DE OH 
IL 

82% 

VA 

SD 
PA 

MT 

MD 

AK 

MA 

ME 

KS 

CT 
NJ 

NH 

MO 

IN 

TN 

ND 

WI 

VT 

TX 

NE 
IA 

Higher Than New York State 

3 

Source: U.S Department of Education (2013) 



New York City: 60.4% 

New York State 
Graduation Rate: 

74.0% 

Mount Vernon: 
62.2% 

Yonkers: 
66.0% 

Utica: 
58.1% 

Schenectady: 51.9% 

Syracuse: 
48.0% 

Buffalo: 46.8% 

Albany: 44.5% 

Rochester: 
58.1% 

Low Graduation 
Rates are 

Widespread. 

Source: New York State Education Department, Graduation Rates (2008 Cohort), (2013). 

Watertown: 68.1% 
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New York State has Wide Disparities in 
4-year Graduation Rates by Subgroup. 

Source: New York State Education Department, Graduation Rates (2008 Cohort), 2013. 
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In New York State, Students Without a HS 
Diploma are More Likely to Be Low-Income 

and Unemployed. 
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Source: Current Population Survey (2012). U.S. 
Census Bureau. 

 

Source: Alliance for Excellent Education 
(2011). 
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Source: J. K. Montez et al., "Educational Attainment and Adult Mortality in the United States: A Systematic Analysis of 
Functional Form," Demography 49, no. 1 (2012): 315-36. 

Students Without a HS Diploma Face Higher 
Mortality Rates. 
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Each Student Without a HS Diploma 
Costs New York State at least $70K.  
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Source:  Belfield (2007); Muennig (2005); Unpublished Advocates for Children Analysis (2013) 
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For Each Cohort, these Costs Add Up to 
At Least $1.3B.  

9 

Source:  Belfield (2007); Muennig (2005); Unpublished Advocates for Children Analysis (2013); New York State Education 
Department, Graduation Rates, 2008 Cohort  (2013). 

 



New York State Graduation 
Requirements Remain Burdensome 

• Exit Exams 
• NYS requires 5 exit exams. 

• States with exit exams tend to have lower graduation 
rates. 

• Only one state requires more exit exams than NY. 

• Multiple Pathways 
• NYS offers no meaningful alternative for ALL students 

to demonstrate proficiency.  

• Many states with exit exams offer students  alternative 
ways to demonstrate proficiency  of state standards. 
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