
EXTENDED ELIGIBILITY 

FOR 21-YEAR-OLDS 

IN COVID-19

AUGUS T 4 , 2 0 2 0

1



What is Advocates for Children (AFC)?

AFC is an independent agency that protects the rights of 

all NYC students

Our Services:

• Helpline: 1-866-427-6033 (Mon-Thurs, 10am – 4pm)

• Guides and resources: www.advocatesforchildren.org

• Workshops and trainings

• Free legal services to low-income families
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http://www.advocatesforchildren.org/


Agenda

1.What is Extended Eligibility?

2. State Policy Updates

3. City Policy Updates

4. Advocacy Tips & Tools
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New Yorkers have the right to stay in school until

(whichever comes first)

You earn a diploma

The June after your 21st

birthday

OR
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Key Terms

Aging out:  Students generally lose the right to attend 

high school after the end of the school year in which they 

turn 21.  

Statewide, 3,700 students turned 21 during the 

2019-2020 school year; those who did not earn a 

diploma “aged out.”

Extended eligibility:  In certain circumstances, 

schools offer students the opportunity to stay in school 

after the end of the school year in which they turn 21.
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Students Aging Out
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Students Aging Out
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June 18, 2020: 

New York State Education Department 

Issues Memo

“[S]trongly encouraging schools and school districts to 

allow those students who will age out of school the 

opportunity – for this year only – to return for summer 

school and, if necessary, attend school in the 2020-2021 

year, in order to complete their education and earn a 

diploma”
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2NlcS2L&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4fc6467d0598458ed73d08d818657ef4%7C8a87208621cf45da81292c2036de404a%7C0%7C0%7C637286172399064841&sdata=9vr5NW7eDmxZz1XWhaMaJrTX%2BdOdW7Az34IReObOfvM%3D&reserved=0


Ongoing State Advocacy

Urge districts 
around NYS to 
notify families 
immediately 
that 21-year-

olds may remain 
in high school

Advocate for 
resources to 

support schools 
serving 21-year-

olds
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Coalition 

for 

Multiple 

Pathways 

to a 

Diploma
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https://advocatesforchildren.org/policy_and_initiatives/pathways_to_a_diploma
https://advocatesforchildren.org/policy_and_initiatives/pathways_to_a_diploma


Next Steps for NYS Families 

Reach out to your school to share 
the NYSED memo and request 

more time

Parents of students with disabilities 
can request an Impartial Hearing 

for Extended Eligibility
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2NlcS2L&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4fc6467d0598458ed73d08d818657ef4%7C8a87208621cf45da81292c2036de404a%7C0%7C0%7C637286172399064841&sdata=9vr5NW7eDmxZz1XWhaMaJrTX%2BdOdW7Az34IReObOfvM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2YsFi16&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4fc6467d0598458ed73d08d818657ef4%7C8a87208621cf45da81292c2036de404a%7C0%7C0%7C637286172399074835&sdata=UBSmMKy4FW%2FOGYHtxMYEF2a%2B%2FtIqPWhMhASLennfNdo%3D&reserved=0
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In NYC: Services for 21-Year-Olds

Close to 
Graduation

IEP 
recommends 

NYSAA

Transition 
Consultation
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Click here to see the DOE policy

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/learn-at-home/information-on-remote-learning/special-education-and-remote-learning
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/learn-at-home/information-on-remote-learning/special-education-and-remote-learning


Any student

Reasonably expected to complete diploma 
requirements by June 2021

Can stay in school through 2020-21

Close to Graduation: Who?
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Click here for info about Transfer High Schools

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/other-ways-to-graduate/transfer-high-schools/transfer-schools-guide
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/other-ways-to-graduate/transfer-high-schools/transfer-schools-guide


Step 1: Contact your school

Step 2: Escalate to:

• specialeducation@schools.nyc.gov

• Your Superintendent

Step 3: Contact AFC

• AgingOut@advocatesforchildren.org

• Helpline: 866-427-6033

Close to Graduation: How?
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mailto:specialeducation@schools.nyc.gov
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vTld6819LHhDAsZPJP1nB_jSrWcMFVChwRTEMUpAvbzOIudt_deSfOc1j8yIYYALy3elkn0nWqZ1jqS/pubhtml?gid=1304663201&single=true
mailto:AagingOut@advocatesforchildren.org
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Working towards SACC

Missed instruction due to COVID-19

Showing signs of regression

AND not met IEP goals

IEP Recommends NYSAA
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Students can stay in school through 2020-21 if: 



Transportation Meals

Instruction 
Related 
Services

Transition 
Supports

IEP Recommends NYSAA
21

Staying in school includes: 



Step 1: Contact your school

Step 2: Escalate to

• specialeducation@schools.nyc.gov

Step 3: Contact AFC

• AgingOut@advocatesforchildren.org

• Helpline: 866-427-6033

IEP Recommends NYSAA: How?
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mailto:specialeducation@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:AagingOut@advocatesforchildren.org
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Any student with a disability

Whether or not they’ve finished HS

“Transition Support Consultancy 
Services” through 2020-21 

Transition Consultation
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1:1 support (in person or remote)

Help applying to college or vocational programs

ACCESS-VR intake & documents

OPWDD eligibility

Can review documents, make calls with you, reach out on your behalf

Consultation services until adult services are in place

Transition Consultation
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Can include . . . 



Step 1: Contact 

• Transition & College Access Centers (TCACs)

• D75transition@schools.nyc.gov

Step 2: Escalate to

• specialeducation@schools.nyc.gov

Step 3: Contact AFC

• AgingOut@advocatesforchildren.org

• Helpline: 866-427-6033

Transition Consultation
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https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/learn-at-home/information-on-remote-learning/special-education-and-remote-learning
mailto:D75transition@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:specialeducation@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:AagingOut@advocatesforchildren.org
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/learn-at-home/information-on-remote-learning/special-education-and-remote-learning
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What if I disagree with the school?

Mediation

Impartial 
Hearing

Escalate 
to DOE
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https://www.includenyc.org/resources/tip-sheet/special-education-mediation
https://www.advocatesforchildren.org/sites/default/files/library/requesting_impartial_hearing.pdf


Requesting an Impartial Hearing
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All parents of students with disabilities have the 
right to request an impartial hearing to get more 
time in high school

Some parents will need to request an impartial 
hearing to get more time in high school

• Unilateral placement at private school

• DOE escalation unsuccessful

Requesting an Impartial Hearing for Extended School Eligibility for  Students with Disabilities

https://www.advocatesforchildren.org/sites/default/files/library/requesting_impartial_hearing.pdf?
https://www.advocatesforchildren.org/sites/default/files/library/requesting_impartial_hearing.pdf?pt=1


To Recap . . . 

Reach out to your school for more time

Contact Transition and College Access Centers 
(TCACs) for transition consultations.

Email specialeducation@schools.nyc.gov

Parents of students with disabilities can Request an 
Impartial Hearing for Extended Eligibility
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mailto:specialeducation@schools.nyc.gov
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2YsFi16&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4fc6467d0598458ed73d08d818657ef4%7C8a87208621cf45da81292c2036de404a%7C0%7C0%7C637286172399074835&sdata=UBSmMKy4FW%2FOGYHtxMYEF2a%2B%2FtIqPWhMhASLennfNdo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.advocatesforchildren.org/sites/default/files/library/requesting_impartial_hearing.pdf
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NYS Graduation Requirements, COVID-19 Changes

AFC Summary of COVID-19 Graduation Changes

NYSED COVID-19 Graduation Guidance:

NYSED COVID-19 Graduation FAQ

https://www.advocatesforchildren.org/sites/default/files/library/Grad_Requirement_Changes_COVID_19.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/nysed-covid-19-memo-cancellation-june-2020-regents-exams.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/nysed-covid-19-regents-grad-req-faq.pdf


Give us Your Feedback!

Please complete this 

4-question survey!



Give us Your Feedback!

Please respond in the chat:

1.

• What is one thing you learned from this 
training?

2.

• What was your favorite part of the 
training?

3.

• What was your least favorite part of the 
training?



Helpline: 866-427-6033 (toll free)

Monday-Thursday, 10am-4pm

info@advocatesforchildren.org
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mailto:info@advocatesforchildren.org

